


ALO Guild Year-End Event Brings Holiday Cheer

By Carol Angela Logan

It was a dark and stormy night... Well, not exactly — fog maybe. Bgoul within — it must be a gender thing. Jason thefi Yeéomder
while the economy is freezing over, the ALO Guild gathered for sorae | Wandet a 1933 carol composedJoyn Jacob NilesJason also
holiday cheer, to share a bit of grog and to keep each other toasty imggrpretedWhite Christmasfor the crowdElden Little, veteran

with friendship.

On Friday, December 19, 20@8, Don and Anne Greenway

ALO rehearsal pianist, expertly accompanied the two young artists.

A sing-along began witthe 12 Days of ChristmasOur soprano

graciously invited Guild members to their beautiful shores of Lake offered, “You may sing along, or I'll sing for you” as she explored the

Austin, yuletide-resplendent home to celebrate the season.

highest registers, making eyebrows rise and lips form smiles while

witnessing the power of the instrument in her little frame. Guild
Guild members were greeted at the door, ushered to a dining tablemembers dutifully belted out ..."and a PAR-TRI-I-DGE INNA PEAR

stocked with paninis, shrimp, vegetables, cheeses, mousse, a bit 6T REEEE!!!" - at least twelve times. Exhausted, the assembled Guild then

breads and pastries - then dispersed to nd friends, new and old. sang a livelJingle Bells’

Incoming President—Ele&@tirby Conoleywelcomed everyone in her Guild yeomen and women - thathsénds of the Guild - really

distinctively All-Texas Christmas greeting style.

Deb Davis Groveseiterated the

decision to morph the Opera Ball
into the ‘Curve Ball’ in recognition of
these “strife in our bankroll” times. A
nodded that this was the right thing t
do. Table sponsors are encouraged |
donate their tickets this year, and De
is working on a simpler gathering wit
donors at the ALO of ces for Feb 21.

Kevin Patterson ALO’s Director,
then wished everyone the appropri
holiday season greeting - Christma
Hanukah, Kwanza or whatever.
Kevin was grateful to Guild for
promoting the Opera mission
and introduced the singers for the
evening’s entertainmendason
SlagderandEricka Weurznar
“She is a baby...” he concluded
wistfully for Ms. Weurznar, while
re ecting on how talent is getting
stronger and younger across the
industry.

Bob Rutishauser and Amelia Bullock

But these babies had powerful voice
Imagine the delight of hearing the
strains ofO mio babbino card
coming from the crib at three o’clock
in the morning!

Wuerznar, a soprano, is receiving he
Master’s degree from UT Austin this
Spring and has the role of a Page in
ALO’s upcomingRigoletta Ericka
sandO mio babbino carofrom
‘Gianni SchicchibyPuccini. Her
voice was stunning, lush — and took

Deb Groves and Curby Conoley

made the party possibiarilyn Davis Rabkinsplendidly chaired the

event.Jackie BenandVicky
Spradlingprovided name tags
and laughs at the do@urby
Conoleycontributed luscious
salmon mousse and seasoned
shrimp Linda Leffbrought
cheese and healthful vegetable
traysMadeleine Aubry
supplied the yummy pate.
Monica HebertandChristina
Damorechef-owner dfiss Me,
Cupcakecaterers provided the
paninisPamela Von Mende
managed the raf e tickets
Sandra Piercéended bar with
aplomb. Monica Hebert and
Paula Damoreselected the

raf e basket. Flowers were
provided byrRachael Keith

of Florachroma. Phyllisand

Jim Plugge, Jeff Rabkin,

David Hammondand others
donated their time, energy and
ability to provide the behind
the scenes logistics so necessary
to a successful party. Afit
Brenner, bless him, cleaned up,
polished silver and vacuumed
furniture.

All are sincerely thanked and
honored for their spirit of giving.

At last, President-Elect Curby
Conley’s Texas-sized persona
focused attendees’ attention
on the raf e prize --- a much
coveted combination of potions
and gizmos from Saks Fifth

2008 Holiday Party Photos
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Mary Ann and Andrew Heller

Zoe Grif th, David Wildermuth and Sandy Ball Nell Dale and Wailand Bessent

Pete Schram, Earl Covington and Harry Ullmann

your breath away. Ericka then serveSama Babyin a purring Avenue. Every one, especially the women, hovered myopically over

kittenish antiphon in contrast to Eartha Kitt's well-known lioness. their ticket numbers in anticipation. The rst and the second tickets

Brava, Erickal drawn were no-shows. Too bad for them! And then, the third ticket
was drawn and the lucky winner was Jeff Rabkin who made his wife

Jason Slagdewill graduate Texas State as a tenor and is soon to beMarilyn very happy.

an apprentice at the Santa Fe Opera. Jason blew the crowd away with

‘M’appari tuttamor’ from Martha, oder Der Markt zu Richmond’ ... and a good time was had by all.

by Friedrich von Flotow (Kevin Paterson would be well advised to

attach a ball and chain to Jason’s ankle to keep him here in Austin.) He

brought the house down with whistles and shouts. Only a Tenor can

bring tears to this reporter’s eye, in disturbing counterpoint to a feminist

Monica Hebert and Don Eckols Van and Jeane Hoisington with Mary Ellen and Roger Borgelt
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